Trap for Tapeworms
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TAPEWORM-TRAP
Specification of Letters Patent No. 11,942, dated November 14, 1854

. . . The object of my invention is to effect the removal
of worms from the system, without employing medicines,
and thereby causing much injury.

My invention consists in a trap which is baited, attached
to a string, and swallowed by the patient after o fast of suit-
able durstion to make the worm hungry. The worm seizes
the bait, and its head is caught in the trap, which is then
withdrawn from the patient’s stomach by the string which
has been left hanging from the mouth, dragging after it
the whole length of the werm. . . .

The trap is baited by taking off the cover b, of the
exterior box, and filling the interior box with the bait which
may consist of any nutritious substance. The interior box d,
is then pushed down until the stud f, eatches between the
teeth of the opening e, and holds it with the openings, e,

' and ¢, opposite cach other, the points of the teeth being
' then below the lower edge of the opening e. The trap, hav-
ing the cord h, attached to a ring i, on the lid is then swal-
; lowed. The worm, in inserting its hecad at the opening e,
and eating the bait, will so far disturb the inner box as to
work it frec of the stud f, when the box will be forced up-
ward by the spring g, and the worm caught behind the head,
between the serrated lower edge of the opening in the
interior box, and the upper edge of the opening in the
exterior box. The trap and the worm may then be drawn
from the stomach, by the cord k. . . -




